
' THE TERROR INSPIRING, CHILDLIKE COSSACKS

"The Cossacks arc coming! Consternation in an Jiast Prus-
sian village.

Their Reputation for Cruelty and
Pillaging Causing Panic in Large

Part of Central Europe
fear u." says thei Cossacks

I valet of
J. Hungarian

the convalescent
.nicer at Lau

sanne. Switzerland. "They
caliop up and yell like devils, but as
econ as they get near they turn and
flee."

Switzerland Is quietly receiving con-
valescent wounded ctllcers of both side,
who go there as civilians for n montVs
recuperation before returning to tho
front again. One tees and hears a lot.

The wounded olflcer smiles at th
remark about Cossacks. He has had
to do with Cossacks In Galicia where
he Hungarian cavalry did prodigies,

but was mown down. Entire regiments
disappeared.

The truth Is that the Cossacks launei
tfcemelves against the enemy's tiles
yelling, and at a certain distance they
top short. Jump to tho gr und with

astonishing facility, take shelter behind
'heir horses. Are, leap Into the saddle
again and gallop away. This Is wVn
they are not trying to break the
enemy's lines. But when they charge
for good It Is another story.

"A passing whirlwind!" says the
Hungarian an officer and gentleman
he honors an enemy "a tempest brls-'l'n- e

with lances, a flail of the Lord!
When they come singing hymns, e!

A brother falls'" Ni matter
Onward' A rain of bullet mow down
dozens? No Importance. Onward'

"They come In a triangle, the summit
at you. A greenish raas far

off enlarging rapidly. They curve over
telr horses, grafted to them. Men and

bass In one rhythm whirl on' The
horses are small. lean of queer butter-
nut tint and are shod only on the fore-
feet Their steps. s"iort and npld.
therefore do not sound Ilk? a common
snllop. but crack with a noise of hall.
When they sing. "Release, poor Chrl-'la- n

captives" I would rather meet
icavy cavalry!"

T!ie Cossack's distinguishing arm Is
i long lance fixed to the right foot,
which by acquired momentum becomes
redoubtable, When near the enemy
they open like a fan and smash In.
Telle of men and nolghs of horses-hor- ses

which In Joy of battle bite off
ears and noses, fingers, bits of arms In

the melee. They are tausht to bite In
battle.

"And it sometimes happens." my
j Hungarian tells me he seems an ad
mirer of the Cossacks and I tell It to
you as he told It to me "that the mere
threat ot a Cossack charge sends Aus-
trian troops retiring or Intrenching, be-

cause It Is known that under equal
conditions ti.e Cossack charge Is almos"
Irresistible.

"Time and again we have captured
their crazy horses. It served nothing.
They will not take a step unless they
har the well known vole commanding.
The Cossacks have trained them to the
fidelity of dogs."

The war despatches are already full
(Of Cosaek raids.

At I'etrokoff, occupied by Germans, n
regiment of Zobolkalje Cossacks dashed
In and shot tip the town like cowboys

'With the yells of demons they gallrpd
down the wide main street, sabring

1600 Oerninn Infantrymen taken off their
euard. and disappearing.

Prom Vienna come details of the
panic In which the entire population if
Szlget. In Hungary, fled. Some 2.501)

of the residents arrived In Budapest In
a destitute state; every man. woman
and child of them had actually met th
Cossacks, and not one had been robbt'd
or hurt! It l a curious story.

The 'at tr.un I ft Miram,irin.
Plget at S P M leav g several thou-
sand clt.zen behind. At T o'clock the
next morning the llrst Cossack totmn

.arrived before Mtraniareo". The Bur-
gomaster, a pret. n rabbi and forty

'citizens wnt out to meet tnem and big
that the town and its remnant of In-

habitants b spared.
The commandant of the Cossacks

promised them politely that this should
be done. And with this they made
their entry, galloping through the
streets, fringing hymns, yelling and
shooting Into the air to show their Joy.
"It was this racket thnt provoked the

'panic," says the telegram, "and causd
I the refugees to flee afoot, destitute,
leaving all behind them."

Time will tell whether the Coaeks
'merit the terrible reputation which l

causing a panic In a large part of ce-
ntral Europe,
i Prophecy and sayings have much to
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"lne are nerci indignation ot Prussian vniagcib at oemg pusned back to clear their
own streets. The Cossacks have big mouths, and shoot up a town like cowboys.

do with It 'The Cossacks will water
their horses In tho nhlnc and Elbe,"
runs the prediction of Mayence. "The!
Cossacks will bed their horses In tne
church at Taggla." affirms the four-- 1

teenth verse of Maria Columba.
Yes. but
In Lausanne there Is a Russian l.idv

who has Just brought her son througo
from Odessa with enormous difficulty
blinded lr both eyes by an Austrian
shell the young man will never fight
again. They tell how twenty-fiv- e Cos-- 1

acks. at took IS2 Austrian
soldiers prisoners. Advancing at tw- -

light along the edge of a forest border- -

Ing the Austrian lines they hid till dark;
then dividing Into three little squsd-ron- s

they launched on the enemy with
customary yells and deafening fire. j

"The Austrlans suppoed themselves
attacked by three considerable mnses," '

says the Russian lady "Falling on their j

nuevs in' y lit-i- men anus in me 1111

cryir.g, 'your lioa is ours' uracc: we
surrender" '

"Madame." I asked, "do you really
think they said thnt?"

"Surely." was her answer. "It Is an
(appeal which never falls with any Cos-'sac-

Just cry out, 'Your Clod Is ours!"
The Austrlans learn It by heart."

R'l, I lull ,iuu, v , "ii mm 111 tjniw..-;- -

land there Is a curious fear of Cos-

sacks never Russiun soldiers, always
Cossacks. 1 should add thnt It Is held
by women only (In Switzerland),
worthy housewives who dream of

arson and being tied to a horse's
tall.

They fear for their store closets full
, of canned goods agiinat famine (they
fear famine), and they seek good spots
in the backyard where to bury the
silver Only the Germans, they argue.

I thnt people of culture, can preserve
Switzerland small neutral landfrom

iCo.-sac- k raids, sack, arson and annexa
tion.

How did the Cossacks gat this bad
name? In Eastern Prussia they have
burned f.armhi utes an) hints bom-

barded open towns like and
i Ortelsburg (only tho Co.-s.ic- proper

have no artillery), and even shot cer
tain recalcitrant Inhabitants On the
other hand, according to a Koenlgsberg
newspaper which has fallen into my

tho Russians after occupy-
ing Tilsit forgot to destroy that city.
During three weeks of occupation they
put off sacking It and looting It and
burning It nnd It and

It from day to day. And when
they were finally forced to retreat they
did not even remember to shoot the

l" t;c v., iung ot united II., of Russia.
o( Great Britain and &c.

1914.
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possession,

plundering de-

vastating

hostages which they had takenl "They
had not time!" says the German paper.

"Bless their procrastination!" says
my friend Valentin. 'Men who put or
from day to day committing a crime
prove that they still have BOi- -e senti-
ment of humanity. Let us hope that
good examples In the cultured West
may fort.t) ih'.-l- r rude Slav, Tatar and
Mongolian honesty!

1 ki.ow," he says, "the Slav peril'
Europe knows It. The Slav peril was
all over Europe exacUy a liundrd
years ago. It came, as the faithful
ally of the Germans, to aid In freeing
Europe from military despotism, When
the work was done the Slav peril went
quietly back home and stayd there'"

As a historical fact, when the Allies
overran France the Russians In gn-era- l,

and the Cossacks In particular,
wrought the least havoc In spite of
their terrifying aspect, great fur hits
and wild and windy be.ird, they proved
to be overgrown children. A very aged
Alsatian lady, who has taken refuge
at Basel (the Germans burned her
farm), and who has an excellent mem-
ory, tells Cossack stories which as a
girl she heard from her own grand-
mother.

"When the Cossacks traversed Alsaco
In 1S14," she said, "'tiny did us no
great harm, because they were not par.
tlcular. To satisfy thtm It was suff-
icient to give them quantities of suet,
which they rubbed on their bread.
When the suet was gone our tallow
candles went the same way. After eat-
ing their fill they would play with our
children, who were not at all afraid of
thoe hairy men. They were not tike
the Kalserllchs. What wicked devils
those Austrlans. cruel and persecuting
the maids!"

And the grandmother would go on.
for the twentieth time, with the stor
of their farm wench, a strapping girl,
who, pursued too closely by an Austrian
soldier, threw him on hie back, planted
her knees on his chest and with her
two thumbs In his mouth tore It open
from ear to ear. After which she was
obliged to hide during three weeks In
an empty tun In the cellar until the
departure of the Allies!

Low of children stems to b a char-
acteristic Cossack trait. In his ant-
biography which appeared only a few
months ago and Is the favorite readlnr
if my convalescent friend, Count Oezn

Zlehy gives nn amusing example. At
the moment when he was born, July 13
1S4J, his father; a Colonel of Hussars
commanded the revolutionary troop
Da.ly his family Imagined him prisoner

Raymond Poincare, President !
France.

wnunded or dead. The Slav peril, cal.cd
ii by the Emperor of Austria, was

the land. I refer to the Cossacks.
The Cossacks were entering the land,

by request of the Emperor of Austria.
The Countess, still In bed with her new
born baby, had the servants bring all
her Jewels, and In particular her precious
olleetlon of watches and bijou clocks

They hid them under the pll ows, under
he bed covering, under the bed Itself.

"Then," says the Count, "heavy steps
and a no.se of spurs was heard on the
talrs. the door opened and a glgant.c
"ossack pushed his lance Into the bed
hambcr. My mother, almost fainting,

uurmured the prayer of the dead. The
ntrndtr carefully stood his lance In --a

corner, and grinning like an ogre ap-
proached the bed.

"He seemed agreeably surprised at
'.he sight of a remarkably beautiful
woman and her ugly baby because I
vas a frightful baby All the same It

'as my .Ittle monkey fare that pleased
he giant best. He held out his hands

.oward the suckling when a strange
hlng happened.
"Being Just neon at that moment, the

wenty-ntn- e clockH hidden under the
ied began, one after the other, to strike
wivve. In divert, tones of tinkling ?llver.
weet brass and melodious brass! The

Cossack, stupefied, cocked his big head
o one side and stepped back. At the

me time the clock of the church out-fid- e

began Its car.llon. The Cosack
i.gned himself with the cros, kneeled
mil mumbled his prayer. My mother
"treathed again; the man could not d

And when he got up from h'
tfiees he Indicated by Joyful geiures
ha' h desired t" b.css the baby
"Into th C'lssafk's hands my mother

u' me Balancing me ibovp his head
r sang lr. a terr tl'- - voice a quantity u'
irayers and ben diction Then he

st-- J me vigorously, handed me back
i mv niotNr and solemnly dposUed

hirty-tw- o copecks, piece by p.ec, in
ny breast."

Sur the Coack Is a child of na-

ture. He looks woozy. When my Ru-la- n

lady say, "It i the fault of their
whiskers." she has In mind rather the
"plnach of th I'kraine In which the
wind plays as on n hirp

All crave to raise beards, but som
ean't. Such are the smooth fad

Around Irkutsk and the
of the Amur thf mass of the

ncpulatlon descends from an antique
vellow race. They have lived there for
uncounted centuries and enjoy all the'( rights and military obligations of
'he vast Russian empire. The cavalry
from that region Is called the Cossacks

Albert I., King of the Belgians.

Cossacks of the Don Their horses are trained to bite
battle.

Majority Are Deeply Religious and
Sing Hymns While Charging Enemy

Not Living Up to Bad Name
of the Amur and of Zobolkalje. Their
Infantry and artillery mix with the mats
of Rursians. Only their cavalry are
called Cossacks.

Weil, among the Zobolkaljes there are
entire regiments of Burlats, who aro
Buddhists, spiritually governed by the
priests called lamas, under the dalal-lam- a

of Tibet (the mine ns the old friend
of Kipling's "Kim").

Of couree there are exceptions. The
vast mass of Cossacks are devout ortho-do- x

Christians, who listen with pirtlc-ula- r
docility to the monks of Troltzko-Sergule- f,

most famous monastery of
Russia. Recently the monks sent a

printed letter to their friends the Cos-sack- s,

and we hear by telegraph thai
the lamas Impose Its Injunctions equally
upon the Burlat conscience.

It might be entitled "Recommenda-tlo- n

on Going to War." I quote three
paragraphs:

"Insult nn one. calumniate no one.
harm not the enemy who fleejs or the
enemy who lies In hie blood.

"Do not grieve your guardian angel
i who tights with you) by doing useless
harm.

"'Do not touch the goods of others.
What, soil your conscience by plunder
and one minute afterward, perhaps, be
hold your body in the trench, where
uo!d and valuables will not sene you'
Before God. mountains of gild could
not buy you back."

Of course, thpj are great children.
The monks of St. Serglus recommend

them rot to r't' i"llng strange foods
lr!nk and medicines.

"Maladies conn o'i.aue one does no"
listen to the regimental doctors when
one is In foreign land."

And. finally:
"Brothers, keep your consciences

Keep pure. And God protect you'"

Boom for Geography
TEACHERS report a. boom

SCHOOL Interest, al! occa-
sioned by the European war

When the school reopened the teachers
of grades where foreicn map study was
to be taken tip were surprised to see the
eagerness of the pupils to handle

It took but a short time to learn

u

in

Uhat tens of thousands of children who
have been reading the war bulletins
were hazy about locations and had de-

termined to get better Informed,
j "As a usual thing." said one teacher.
"geography cannot be set down as a
fascinating study. It Is to some pupils
wMthout a doubt. The majority, how-- I

e'or think It dry, and I have heard
number say, 'What do I want to know
about the Yellow Sea or the Orinoco
River'' To keep up with their

In geocranhy many pupils are.
under a constant tres."

As a general thing the pupil is willing
to learn about the United States, espe-
cially with reference to the location of
cities and towns along tailroad llnee
concerning which something more than
ii'ual Is known through home associa-
tions or acquaintance. But Information
about the foreign countries has often
been considered dull stutf. The present
war bids fair to nuke hundreds of thou-
sands of children thoroughly acqualntfd
with the boundaries and physics! fea-
tures of Servla. a country they would
have studied no more than absolutely
neceirv to nhtaln a passing percentage
In examinations.

Teachers have al'o noticed that Just
us l.branans and book publishers put
forward prominently works
utio" some unex'ii'tf d event of the day,
so pupils arr Influenced in their Interest
In wh.a' co n outside the school-
room. Floats In pageants hae started
iiipils reading up on what the tnedlreval
figure" stand for. One pun'l wis s'arted
on a renewed read'ng of Ork h'story
because be happened to be asked by his
vonnrer brnthe- - at n marathon what
the word came from.

The occupation of thf father of tho
family often has great lniliiencu on the
child's Interest. Officrrh of ttie merchant
marine as wtll as soldier have noticed
a preponderant interest on the nun of
thtir children In such studies as em-
brace things sailor and soldiers see and
do. The children of men engaged In
banking oflin take a keener interest lr.
certain arithmetical studies than other.
Language, often reoe!e a boom by the
prospect of n trip abroad, and the pres-
ent European war has clvn a distinct
mpetus to the stud' of Russian.

Changing the iMakeup of Europe How the Barber Would Render Them a la American
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